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DR STEPHEN L WALKER (Orcid ID : 0000-0002-2034-8376)

Article type      : Letter to the Editor

Ivermectin in the management of a scabies outbreak in a long-term care facility

Dear Editor, 

We read with interest the article by Charlotte Bernigaud and colleagues about the role of oral ivermectin 

in the management of a scabies outbreak in a long-term care facility (LTCF) affected by COVID-19.1 

Bernigaud et al. reported on the COVID-19 related outcomes in the 69 residents (median age 90 years) of 

an LTCF who had received two doses of oral ivermectin 200 μg kg-1 between 6th March 2020 and the 20th 

March 2020 to control an outbreak of scabies. The focus of the research letter is that none of the LTCF 

residents treated with ivermectin were reported to have been hospitalised or to have died for any reason 

up to the 15th May 2020. This outcome may have occurred by chance but is consistent with an upper 

bound of the 95% confidence interval of 4.3%.2 We do not wish to discuss the merits or otherwise of oral 

ivermectin in the prevention or management of COVID-19.

Ivermectin is included in the WHO model list of essential medicines, specifically for ectoparasitic 

infections.3 However, its use as the treatment of choice for scabies outbreaks in LTCFs for the elderly has 

long been hampered by the flawed study of Barkwell and Shields which was published in The Lancet in 

1997.4 They reported an increased mortality in 47 individuals (mean age 73.4 years) treated with a single 

dose or oral ivermectin 150-200 μg kg-1 compared to controls.  We and others have highlighted the 

deficiencies in this report and have called for an editorial warning to be placed on the article. 3,5

The data concerning all-cause mortality in the cohort from the study of Bernigaud and colleagues in the 

56 days following the administration of ivermectin would be extremely useful for those involved in the A
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research and management of scabies outbreaks. We believe this is the first published use of ivermectin as 

a first-line agent for the control of scabies in an LTCF for the elderly.

The use of topical scabicides, particularly in the very elderly or those with dementia, can be distressing for 

the individual and staff. The required close contact also risks further transmission. The confirmation of 

oral ivermectin as a safe alternative to topical therapy for the management of scabies outbreaks in LTCFs 

for elderly people would make a considerable difference to this vulnerable population and the staff who 

care for them. 6,7

S.L. Walker,1,2 M.G. Head,3 J. Middleton3 and J.A. Cassell4

1 London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, UK

2 Hospital for Tropical Diseases and Department of Dermatology, University College London Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust, London, UK

3 Clinical Informatics Research Unit, Faculty of Medicine, University of Southampton, Southampton, UK

4 Department of Primary Care and Public Health, Brighton and Sussex Medical School, Brighton, UK

Correspondence: Stephen L. Walker

Email: Steve.Walker@lshtm.ac.uk

Funding: None

Conflicts of interest: None to declare

References

1 Bernigaud C, Guillemot D, Ahmed-Belkacem A et al. Oral ivermectin for a scabies outbreak in a 

long-term care facility: potential value in preventing COVID-19 and associated mortality. Br J 

Dermatol 2021.

A
cc

ep
te

d 
A

rt
ic

le

mailto:Steve.Walker@lshtm.ac.uk


This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved

2 Hanley JA, Lippman-Hand A. If nothing goes wrong, is everything all right? Interpreting zero 

numerators. Jama 1983; 249: 1743-5.

3 Middleton J, Walker SL, House T et al. Ivermectin for the control of scabies outbreaks in the UK. 

Lancet 2019; 394: 2068-9.

4 Barkwell R, Shields S. Deaths associated with ivermectin treatment of scabies. Lancet 1997; 349: 

1144-5.

5 del Giudice P, Marty P, Gari-Toussaint M et al. Ivermectin in elderly patients. Arch Dermatol 1999; 

135: 351-2.

6 Cassell JA, Middleton J, Nalabanda A et al. Scabies outbreaks in ten care homes for elderly people: 

a prospective study of clinical features, epidemiology, and treatment outcomes. Lancet Infect Dis 

2018; 18: 894-902.

7 Hewitt KA, Nalabanda A, Cassell JA. Scabies outbreaks in residential care homes: factors 

associated with late recognition, burden and impact. A mixed methods study in England. 

Epidemiol Infect 2015; 143: 1542-51.

A
cc

ep
te

d 
A

rt
ic

le




