Response to HYVET ambulatory blood pressure substudy
Article (Published Version)

Bulpitt, Christopher J, Beckett, Nigel, Peters, Ruth, Staessen, Jan A, Wang, Ji-Guang, Comsa,
Marius, Fagard, Robert H, Dunitrascu, Dan, Gergova, Vesselka, Antikainen, Riitta L, Cheek,
Elizabeth and Rajkumar, Chakravarthi (2013) Response to HYVET ambulatory blood pressure
substudy. Hypertension, 61 (5). e43. ISSN 0194-911X
This version is available from Sussex Research Online: http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/id/eprint/44639/
This document is made available in accordance with publisher policies and may differ from the
published version or from the version of record. If you wish to cite this item you are advised to
consult the publisher’s version. Please see the URL above for details on accessing the published
version.

Copyright and reuse:
Sussex Research Online is a digital repository of the research output of the University.
Copyright and all moral rights to the version of the paper presented here belong to the individual
author(s) and/or other copyright owners. To the extent reasonable and practicable, the material
made available in SRO has been checked for eligibility before being made available.
Copies of full text items generally can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third
parties in any format or medium for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided that the authors, title and full bibliographic
details are credited, a hyperlink and/or URL is given for the original metadata page and the
content is not changed in any way.

http://sro.sussex.ac.uk

Response to HYVET Ambulatory Blood Pressure Substudy
Christopher J. Bulpitt, Nigel Beckett, Ruth Peters, Jan A. Staessen, Ji-Guang Wang, Marius
Comsa, Robert H. Fagard, Dan Dumitrascu, Vesselka Gergova, Riitta L. Antikainen, Elizabeth
Cheek and Chakravarthi Rajkumar
Hypertension. 2013;61:e43; originally published online March 4, 2013;
doi: 10.1161/HYPERTENSIONAHA.111.00897
Hypertension is published by the American Heart Association, 7272 Greenville Avenue, Dallas, TX 75231
Copyright © 2013 American Heart Association, Inc. All rights reserved.
Print ISSN: 0194-911X. Online ISSN: 1524-4563

The online version of this article, along with updated information and services, is located on the
World Wide Web at:
http://hyper.ahajournals.org/content/61/5/e43

Permissions: Requests for permissions to reproduce figures, tables, or portions of articles originally published
in Hypertension can be obtained via RightsLink, a service of the Copyright Clearance Center, not the Editorial
Office. Once the online version of the published article for which permission is being requested is located,
click Request Permissions in the middle column of the Web page under Services. Further information about
this process is available in the Permissions and Rights Question and Answer document.
Reprints: Information about reprints can be found online at:
http://www.lww.com/reprints
Subscriptions: Information about subscribing to Hypertension is online at:
http://hyper.ahajournals.org//subscriptions/

Downloaded from http://hyper.ahajournals.org/ by guest on June 27, 2014

Letter to the Editor
Letters to the Editor will be published, if suitable, as space permits. They should not exceed 500 words
(typed double-spaced) plus 5 references in length and may be subject to editing or abridgment.

Response to HYVET Ambulatory Blood Pressure Substudy

Bursztyn et al1 speculate that our ambulatory blood pressure (ABP)
participants were not representative of the whole trial. We agree this
is possible but very unlikely in view of the similarity of the participant characteristics given in Table 1.
As the elderly frequently nap, he wonders if this would substantially reduce daytime pressure. However, we also looked at morning
ABP to confirm our findings, and this would not be affected by a
postlunch sleep.
The online-only Data Supplement gives some details on the
much smaller number (52) of participants who had ABP before and
after the initiation of treatment. Bursztyn et al1 select the 17 participants who had white coat hypertension and active treatment and
note that their ABP did not change. They conclude that active treatment does not lower ABP in those with white coat hypertension.
This is not true as the placebo-active pressure difference was 21/10
mm Hg when the groups were compared. The rise with placebo and
no change with active treatment are almost certainly because of
regression to the mean, and an identical result was observed in the
Systolic Hypertension in Europe (Syst-Eur) trial.2
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