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 journal contribution
  posted on 2023-06-12, 08:51 authored by Helen DrewHelen Drew, Robin BanerjeeRobin Banerjee
The Children and Families Act (2014) placed a statutory responsibility on local authorities in the United Kingdom to establish a Virtual School Headteacher with the role of championing the education of all children looked-after within that authority. The current research was designed to illuminate how Virtual Schools are currently supporting educational outcomes for children looked-after, not only through educational interventions, but also through supporting broader psychological factors that might impact on attainment such as attachment, relationships and mental health. Virtual School Head Teachers from 29 local authorities completed an online survey about the services they provided to three target groups – children looked-after, foster carers and schools – with a particular focus on the transition years from primary to secondary school, which have been identified as being a difficult time for children looked-after. Using inductive thematic analysis four overarching themes to service provision were identified: Enhanced learning opportunities; Specific Transition Support; Wellbeing and Relationships, and Raising Awareness.  Direct work, interprofessional working and the development of supportive environments, particularly guided by attachment theory, were identified as important areas of practice.  Practice is discussed in relation to resilience and ecological systems theory and suggestions for future research are identified.
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